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The Urleans Ball Room

Location: 717 Orleans Street, New Orleans, Orleans Parish, Louisiana.
The Urleans Ball :icom is lecated in Square 59, Lot 6 of the

Vieux Carré in tae ity of New urleans, VUrleans Farish, Louisiana.
The street address 1s 717 (rleans street, the “downtown® side cf
the streset. This street was originally plunned by Ingineer ie
Pauger tc be tha Zrandl!rus cof the Vieux Carré and is tnerefore
seven feet wider tnan cther streets in what is now called the
French “uarter,

The Ball doom is presently owned ty the Society of the Hely

Family, a religicus order c¢f ¥uns, and is cunly one vorticn of a
convent group in this zquare. It 1is cccupled ard used by the Nuns
28 a schoel for Yegre yirls,

The sigrificance of the Zall Yoom d=srives principally from
its former historical uses related, as it was tc several different
rhazes of 1ife in the early histcry ol new .rleans. CToiay 1t has
vecene tee canter of a conireversy totween commercial interests
whe wisn to cenvert tiae prererty fto a motel and those wiic are

atbdnpting to: maintain historic architectural values in the Cld
i Aot R
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Part 1. Hiﬁﬁﬁ?iéii;ﬁafbéﬁéiggg

K

'56ﬂé£fuctisﬁ"%n the orisinal Orleans Zall .woem was brgun

in 181¢ b/ Henrv 3. Latrobe whe also designed the (rleans Theatre
adjacent te i%, It seems that work had hardly btegun bzfore the
fire of September of fthat year destroyed the Ball Room, the Theatre
and 2 large adjacent area. Twe months later, however, both the

Trench and the Znglish editicns of the loulsiana “ourier, omn

Hovember 13, 1316, carried an advertisement by John Davis for a
"pProspectus for rebuilding the Crleans fheatre",
The centract for rebuilding was passed vefors the Notary

tublie, *ichel de armas, on February 17, 1517 (¥otarial archives,

City of ~ew Orieans) betwsen Jchn Davis, cwner of the (rleans
Theatre and william and Fcktert -rani. {See Appendix a)* ¥o
notice of the completicn, or of the zrand cpening has been discovered,

™

however, the Louisiana Z.ourier, December 5, 1317, carried an

advertisement anncuncing the "First Joncert in tne {rleans Ball
Zoom for Dacember $". (See sppendix =)

since, unforiurately, neither Latrcue's nor Srand's drawings

have b=en -discovered, we must rely upon the descriniicns and early

?d'ﬁéﬁccntempory writers. TIn these writings both the
nr-@ﬁa-ﬁﬁéﬁﬁheatre are described jointly and, aprarently,
intefchangéably.

{ne ¢f the earliest deszcripfticns aescribing the festive character
of the building is to be found in J.i. Ingranam's (pseudonym, YA

Tankee") The vouthwest {Harper « Jrcthers, N.Y., 1335, Fages 116~

* The appendices, which are transcriptions of primary materials,
are included in the field records.
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139y (See Appendix C) The fact that the two iuil.ings were

interconnectad appears in a description of the *all “oom under

the Rerding of "The (rleans Theatre" in tibson's TJuide and LCirectory

of the 3tate of Louidiana and the Citizs of Ne. (rleans and Lafayette,

(John Gibson, rublisner, dew Urleans, La. 1:34, p.31l) (See appendix D)
an iliustration in the sane bock, pape 31, (See arrendix £) shows

us what must have been the oripinal appearance ef wne two ccntigaous
buildings, the mall Hoom being tne one on the right. The Theatre

Building snown on the ieft was destroyed vy fire in 1366, but the

Ball doom was svared from this blaze, Hsziential.y, the [acaze today
is the sate =5 depicted in the illustiraticn, imjor exterior change:has
IRSCA
ceen trne additicn o’ the wood balerny and louvered screen which ol
obscures the classic lines of the bullding. "re talustrade-parapel
nas alsco been cuaanged.
: _ _ . . P
Between the date of its bezinning in 1817 and to» present, the
Hdall doem nas served a variety of funetions in the affairs of New
Crleans, Mirine iis earliest vears it was the lccation of brilliant

scciety palls, including & grund ball Tor the «arauls e Luafarette.

It nhas alsoc been linged with tie fomcus ‘wadrocn Zalls of carly lMew

Y

Urleans .by. many wrdters including the rederal .riters Prcject of the

WP

New Orlsghs City Guide, revised by 'iobert Tallant (Housrton
Jiff1if, Boston, 1Y52, p. 130). [nis impressicn is contradicted in

= o - 114 - : - 1
Stanley -lisby arthur's (1d .wew Urleans, a Histery oi tne Views Carre,

Lts ancient azd ‘istorical :uildings (Marmanson, rurlisher, 1936,

revised 1962, ©, 7€),
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_”“Bav1s' rocms continued ic be peprular with tns cest

elEMants of Neu @rlaans scciaty until 133¢ wnen tha Saint Louis
Ectel Was completed and its masnificent raliroom topown opan ..ee’

AL cne “ime, in 1828, 1t was the 3eat of the State Lesislature

when the Jcovernment Hcuse wss destrcyed br fire (New Orlesns City

Suide, page 237) and Letween 1372 znd 134l it became the First District

sourt. On 3erntember 1k, 1531, tne prererty was acquired from Seorgs
3, Irisdrichs by the Society of the Holy Family (Cctave de armas, WP,

Notarisl archives, Uity of Mew Orleans).

Zefore presenting the chain of titla cn tals property, Jurther

referance shculd P& moe Lo scme of wne documentary avidence ”eparding

‘.*

the Ffatric and furnisaings. In a szle referred to nere-after, uhere 1§
1isted and itemized an " 15 mcuns of decoratic d zocessorieg!
Tisted and itemized an "enormeus wmount of decorations and accessories

(ay 11, 1336, Aet #333, r. de armas, .7, Hoterial archives, City

¢f e Urlesns) {(3ee aptendix ¥). The aduiticn or tae Tatcony and the

t i3 not do~umentes, bul certaln repslirs were made
;)

v
[
s

axisting paraj

e,
\D

{

sccerding tec an untrasslsted contract (27 Ueteber 1oL3, act 7252,

fmcien Hermann, 3¢, Yotarizl archives, (ity of wew trleans) (See appendix
) ani accoriing to specificaticns annexeda ¢ an act vessed befcre =,

£arnett NP Aprll 20, 1367 {iotarial archives, City of wew Crlsans)

(Sae Appendix H) maJor structural repairs wyere made in accoriance with
olana by James Freret ana Crasfrow, archifects, alterations on the
interior, tc adant the Tuildins to its vresent use nave not been documented.

The source for thz Icllowing chain of title is ths Motarizl

Arcivas, Jity of wew irleans, as acculres Tpem the yieux Carre
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Bdwara G. 3cnleider Educetional Foundation

v

ougvgy anrdh;fiﬁf

and ippbnded heraté.. Since various properties in +his Scuars

were acnulred br tne Scelety of the Holy Family at varicus tirmes,
reference snould te mode te the arpended map traced from a may
drawn by A. de armas, Juiy 10, 1369, as annexed to act 112, July 15,
1873, by 0. de armas, Hotary rublic. (3ee appendix I} the (rleaus
Ballroom and tne first addition te it which exfended through-the
Square tc 3t, ann 3treet are designated on The map as Lot "a',

Cnly the chain cn this gertion will e traced.

‘he Sccilety of the Foly Family acgquired freom George J. Friedrichs n

{3eptember 1lL, 1381, Cectave de armas, NF.) (See appeudiz J); Secrg r_}l_

3, rriedrichs acouired from vamille =, Frardy at ~heriffls 3ale

{September 3, 1881, U.S. Jistrict Lourt #3560) (See arpendix K);

Camille =, Girardy acquired from J.H. G'Conner [Cetober 1, 1873,

P.C, Cuvellier, NP) (See a pemdix XK); John H. ¢'Conner acquired

at Jheriff's Sale from Fenry Farlange {June 20, 1373, Fifth vistrict

Sourt #21) (See Aprendix K)j; Jean “snry Parlange acquired from the

Succes:icn of Jehn ¥clonogh (Cisy cf Zaltimore), {llarch 23,1#59, E.G.

Getachale, WP} (See Apvendix X)j Jonn JcDonogn acodirsa fror the

Unlon Dapk_of Louﬁg}ana (Octover 23, 1549, A, Mazureau, WP) (See

P S

7“5% Union Bank of Loui.iara actuire: [rom (rleans

ThetefG“Cb. at Shhrlff's 3ale (September 29, 18LJ, #ifth ~istrict

court #765) (See appendix )3 Crleuans -n2atre Cc. acgairad from

John Tavis {Fay 11, 133&, ¥, de armss, NP) (See aprendices X wmdl F);
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Jgﬁﬁ%ﬁhvig'ﬁédﬁfﬁﬁd-a part isterest from Jean Pniliipon, (November

3?'&820: P.,Padeaqlahx, iF) (3ee appendizes L and N).
To determine the chain of title for the sctual property oun
wiich the Crleans 3allroom stands, it 1s necessary at this point
to trace Lot "a" in five serarate portions, the apilicatle periticns
teing ‘os, 1, 2, and 3 in apvendix [, . John w~avis and Jean Fhillipen
acquired rortion jjo. 3 measuring 50'- L' fron: on Orleans Street,

frem Bernard clarimy (Decdmber &, 1315, P, Pedesclaux, XP) (See

aprendix C) whe had previcusly acquired it from the creditors of

Jeseph Montegput (June 26, 1815, arc Lafitte, NP) (See appendix L);

Portions No. 1 and No. 2 which measure 21'= Q" and 3L'- L" front om
;

Urleans were acnuire:d bty John Javis and vean rfhillipon from Fierre .3 .0

Sauve (February 13, 1816, ¥arc Lafitte, .IP) (See appendix P}; Swuve

actulred these twe pertiouns fror the syndies of the creditors of ¥r.

Jeserph Jonte ut (Zeptermpsr 1%, 1215, Marc Lafitte, NP) (See Appendices

L and ). all cf tho aveve transactions, it will be noted, begin

with acguisitiens Trom the 3uenession of Joseph liontzgut. This

Succession 1s missing from the recerds and ne further acoulsition
ig obtainable,

le;ted.tlge for tils repcrt preludes a further search cf

iﬁbumgntary.records. It is felt, towevar, that additional data,

narticulariy'narlv detalled dezcripticns of the intericr , might
e dlscovered in the Frenci lanvuase newspapers of the day. There
iz also a recent Te-tured stors on the zall foom published in the

Times - Pleayune, .arch 26, 1963, by feature writer :'artha 3amuels.
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Architactural Information

Althouegh bbscured somewnat b oa balecony ani « wootl Louvered
goreen, the simyle veztilinear lines of the Crleans #allroom z%ill
raflsct a classical simpliclty and nerizentality in contrast te
tne neizavoring tuildings on “his tleock. Itz nisteorical associatiecns
hava attucred mucn sentimental value =o the str.cture waich is
creszently being tnreatanes ty being engulfed in « rotel complex.
The cripinal fabric hag weathered well an . it stands in a generally
zeod condition, altheough maintenance in recact years seems to have
Teen miniman. o
The oversll dimensicns of the Tuilding are 114%- Tt x G6'- h".f
The overall heisht from the sidewalk to the tor ¢f the cornice is
3604 9‘”—;:1.
The feundaticns are inaccessicls., The fcur exterior walls are
brick bearing., There is an intermediate bries tearing wall which

is parallel fo ths sireet Yacaze an~ which encleses the actual

tallroom, It terminates in & pararet zbove the reof znd at the
present tine there is cunly c¢ne chimney on tie end wall on the

"piveri-side,
Openings ‘on the ground rloor conslst of one monumental dcor-
way in the center flunked by ~oric pilasters suprorting a simple

arcnitrave. It should be noted that an -arly illustration depicts

an arched cvrenins over this doorway (See Aprendix %). The date of
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the,. 6«- panelei double doors, whieh are 13'- & 3/L" high, 1s not

Knoﬁn. Lsading to'the side driveway from Xocm ¢, U

paneled double door lazed above, and a sirmilar deoutl

is a weed

2 door in

the same rcom which leads to the reer courtyard. <+here are also

exterior wood louvered shutters at ths dcer, The remainin. erterior

docr leads from room -c. 5 to the rear ccurtyard. It

with a mncdern axterior screened docr.

1s wood paneled

n each side of tH2 rmalin entrance on the Tront inere are four

arched crenings which frame dc.tie-hung windeows, having double-

hinged solid wood sautters on the exterior. =elow eacn of ithese

windews thars are seecorative cast irco lcundaficn ven
which are mow partially covered Tty the existing zidew

nas teen raissd,

Alaters,

=
=
=
-
e}
=

5
ol

n the seccond floor tnevre 1a s dcuble deor tn the center,

Those dcors heve two ran2ls belew and b osmall 1iornts above, (n

the =axtericr iners: are weced lowered shutfars, awi thers 1s a glazed

also framed Yo dcuble enycsed Torie oilas

Flinkingthé docr ani in veprtical alignment i

i STEDTT:
taléwlare'ﬂoubléJhung wirdows with louvered shiutters.

R

o

Tan light arcve, This decrwesy waion leads Yo = woci valeony is

the windows

frese windcws

are 1Z'-= 2" nich snd are framez with a "lat vis-i=rad surrcund

and individual mculded nornices,

E

b
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Across the4entire Becon . fleer thers is a Woo.l talcony supperted
by cantllevareﬂ iron bars. The nalcony is roofed in twe separate
porticns on each 3ide of the genter Irentespiece. 4t this point
the unrocfed ‘alcony decs extends cul over tne sidewalx Le ine
cursing; -ad is supported oy a triple-arched entrance cortico erecuted
in weod, The balcony and the portico are ~ot orisinal put later
a diticns,

Zehina ths existing carapet winich does nct correspond in neiails
te that shown is early views, thers ls a gabled slate rcof waich
covars the maln rooms across tie “rent. It 1s framed by a simple
truss ccmpesed of 1% x 28Y, 2Y x dls" and 2% x 10's", spanning

arrreximately 32'- &', The rear

'G

crticn of the tuilding is ccvered .

1 2]

By & tar ¢nt rravel r ¢i's he (raming rembers cannot be seen.
(ther than the deric rilasters framing the entrance, the only

decorative elements <rn nne facade are tne rl stared cornices which

Irane esCh 5%ory, ing cerovnin: cernilces is deeper ani sore richly prefiled,

‘heres 1s g rodarn potier seregs tine ralceony roofsz and also

accve Yoo rrojecting rortico at the entriance,

-3
T
&}

intericr, the arrangement ol rcoms I3 an obvicus «lisrdticn
from une orig _nal layocut. Cn the first flocr there 1s a wide cantral
E.

eadlngffrem thk rance Lo a spscicus stalr-lokby at bthe rear,

The central hall has an usphalt tile ilcor, ans e “ioor of the staire-
letby, is klack and white rartle tiles., ‘ners is o flight of two steps

at the rear of it centrel nall leadines up “o the =ztair-lcbtby. The
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The dpening'between the rcoms has be n reducad in width, so that
two frae-standln; Dorac colurns new stand in front of the rmodern
walls., It is net :ifficult to visualize the rlecasing effect

of *he ori-inal appegrance of tha staps and the cclumns leading to
the stalr-hall. & medern elsvator hes teen imstalled in tne staire
lobty. Tiuere are twe rcoems wita yspnalt tile fleoors, cne at each
end of tine stalr-lobby., ‘he srace to tie lefi ol the eontrance

hall has b2en rarnitionesd into twe rooms, the first, cpening to

the nal: and cne riser up frem it is th - smaller reen which is

pres ntly used as the scheol oftfice., The lcor is linoleum ani thers

3

tan

'._l

is a ceilin cornice cn thris walls Senanscted by a deorway iz the

largar rcom witn weed flcor neow used 33 a chemistry latoratory. f@géi
are ulsc twe rows &5 tares gach reund wood col'znns in tols room which
would heve teen s mmetrically dispgesed in the rne large rcom before
the ¢ffice cvartiticn was aided, The a2lling cormire is a continuation
cf the first room., (n tre risht of ~ne stair nell, bhut not connacted
tv it is a lurce rcom witn wocden Tlcor vrezenitly used az R dining
reem, There are only wwo circiler iron cclumms in this rcom. Intrance
tn tue room is from the stalr-lotty, and taers is 130 a4 connectiing

doorway to the axmst¢15 <ltcoen gdjacent. Inere iz an ssphali tile

flop' ’m the kitc&en

All of the™ walls ievmstalrs eve a smooth tlusier Uinlsh, except
for the <itenen which is of virtissl weod - oards. There 1s a wood

wainscote in the antranve hsll sal tns stalr-lckiby enly. The interior
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;Eii_.uﬂgiﬂfdf%iﬂas all o tne front rcems rrom those in tne rear
isrgti;k#gég iﬁé; al. ceilings downstairs are plastered excert
for the wood ceilling in the gitcnsn,

4 spacious U-shaped wocden stuir with twe lanzings leads to
the second fleoor stair-lcbiy. at esch end ¢f thnis lobbky there are
twe rooms, a parler and a sewing rcem. 411 of tnese rooms have wood
floors. There are doors l2ading from the stair-nall to a later addition,
tihe student dor-itory, wnich extends t¢ the rzar. at the mid-goint
of the building there i- a nall-wsr leading from tne stair-lobby in

the rear to tine btalcony ¢n th: Tcnt, the decx of tne balcony is four

risers uy fro the nall. *heve are Tour classrooms acress the fropd
. 5 o
A

B i
T A

cf the tuilding, two cn each side of tne hall., The Iloors in té% of
them are weod, and ¢n th2 dier side they ar-e agchalt tile. walls

and ceilings are Zinisned in 3rccta vlaster,
In these classrocms, tne plaster cornices exist on all cf the
rla;teres trick-tearing wails.
e only re-alining decorative features in these Tront rooms

sre lur-a casit-iron coli_in. resetes walckh are pevicratza te the

attic space atove.

by .
e e

,‘he building is lighted bty ncdern slectrical [ixturesamd heated by
" : \?r’.(

The only trace cof original heat is what appears 1o

paﬁé:bﬁ té%ﬁ.

{on the same wsll) at +“he "river! end o the

crigyinal ballroom. “he single existing chirney is & ccntinuatbion of

the cne neare:t to tne swreet. uan early view shows tne secend chimney



fage 12
(rleans Ball Hoom

HABSG No. LA-1155

... There is a distinct contrast between the quietness

of;jhiglgiﬁck ééfarleans Street ani the ncoiser doyal and courben
Streets which ar= the perpendicular ccundaries ¢f tnis particular
square. being flusn wibth tne sidewalk there is nc landscaping on
the street “rontstne cien spaces ocourring in tne courtyards in tine

rear. These ccurtyards are faved ani ¢ontain a

o

ew “lower beds and
a smal: fceuntain. It is not trectsd nowever, 1n tne asual lush sanner

of some ci the restcred patics.

[




